INTRODUCTION

British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920
The 2 Million “Burnt Documents” (WO 363)

Unfortunately about 60% of the soldiers' Service Records wereirretrievably damaged or lost
completely as aresult of enemy bombing in 1940 during the Second World War. The exact number
of serving British soldiersis not known because of the loss of the records.

However, about athird, approximately 2 million, were saved from destruction. These records are
known as the “Burnt Records’. Officially they are classed as WO 363 records, which is the reference
number given to them by the National Archives.(The“WQO” in the classification code stands for “War
Office”.) Asaresult of the loss of so many of the First World War Service Records, there is now only
a40% chance that the Service Record of the individua you want to trace will be available to
examine.

The surviving 2 million “Burnt Documents” Service Records are for soldiers who were discharged,
demobilized at the end of the war, who died between 1914 and 1920 and who were not eligible for an
Army pension. Some soldiers who were in the regular army before the outbreak of war in August
1914 may, however, be included in this class of records.

The documents in this PDF are from Ancestry.ca (Oct 17, 2013) There were two sets, one consisting
of 5 pages (dight differancesto large one) and a second consisting of 26 pages

British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920 about Harry Daniel
Name: Harry Danid

Estimated Birth Y ear: abt 1886

Ageat enlistment: 28

Birth Parish: Dairycoates

Birth County: Yorks

Document Y ear: 1914

Regimental Number: 51049

Regiment Name: Royal Engineers

Number of images: 7 (actualy 5)

British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920 about Harry Daniel
Name: Harry Daniel

Estimated Birth Year: abt 1886

Ageat enlistment: 28

Birth Parish: Dairycoates

Birth County: Yorks

Document Y ear: 1914

Regimental Number: 51049

Regiment Name: Royal Engineers

Number of images. 34 (actualy 26)
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For a term of three years, uu.less War lasts longer than three years, in which case you |y 7 b o, T
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endorsed in red ink, as follows, viz.—(N@me).......

X5 M swear by Almighty God, that I will
be faithful and I;enr t e Allemance to His Ma]esty King George the Fifth His Heirs and Successors, and that I will,

as in duty bound, honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs, and Successors, in Person, Crown, and
dignity against all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs, and Successore, and

of the Generals and Officers set over me. So help me God. x,

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER. 8
The Recruit above named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above questions he | *
would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act. !
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: Certificate of Medical Examination.
I have examined the above-named man and find that he does not present any of the causes

of rejection specified in the Regulations for the Army Medical Services. 4 -
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h 5 :% 2. In or near what Parish or Town were you born?........ {
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Ik B 3. Are you a British Subject?........... copasaeedinyen
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‘o 6. What is your Trade or Calling ?...oevvvvvcvvencnanns .

6. Have you resided out of your Father’s house for three years
continuously in the same place or ied a house or land of the
early value of {10 for one year, and pngd rates for the same, and,

either case, if 90, state where ?....c000eevvvovscsosnsassvsns

to whom ? for what period ? and, when did, or will, the period of
your Apprenticeshi[; OEPLLS Pecocoovoncesosnesnsosercesncnses

BiAre you Mertied f..ccdsasisssolosssnospovnssssanos

9. Have you ever been sentenced to imprisonment by t.he }
RAVEE FOIPOEY i susncsbonsoneosnnoepiiatscosprosnsssssodsee

to the Royal Navy, the Army,.the

Royal Marines, the Militin the Special Ruu've, the Territorial

Force, the Army Reserve, the Militia Reserve, or any Naval
Reserve Force ? if so to what unit and Corps ?...0vvvnennnns

*11. Have you ever served in the Royal Navy, the Army, }

7. Are you, or have you been, an Agprentmc ? if so, where ? }

10. Do you now belong

‘.‘_—.
d p
%

the Royal Marines, the Militia, the S al Reserve, the Turltorial
Force, tht Implerial Yeomanry the Volunteers, the Army Reserve,
the Militia Reserve, or any Naval Reserve Force ? so, state
which unit, and cause of djschnrge ..........................

12. Have you truly stated the whole, if any, of your previous
BEEYRORP, shioncinonan st ieasnsssaesssveeinesessesssens s

13. Have you ever been rejected as unfit for the Military or
Naval Forces of the Qrowni' if so, on what grounds ?.......... }

14, Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated ?......
lﬁ‘:Are you willing to be enlisted for General Service ?......

16. Did you receive a Notice, and do you understand its
meaning, and who gave it toyou ?......c0vviviiinnnnnnnnnss
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You are hereby warned that if after enlistment it is found that you have given a wilfully false answer to any of the
following seven questions, you will be liable to a punishment of two years’ mpdsonmmt with hard labour.

7% ........................... = A
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13.
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16.

17. Are you willing to serve upon the following conditions provided His Majesty
lhozldlulnngnquluyourngrovlm? ....................... l.)...... ................... ese

For a term of three years, unless War lasts longer than three years, in which case you . - o,
will be retained until the War is over. If employed vrlth Hospitals, depotl of Mounted Units, and
as Clerks, etc., you may be retained after the tetmi.nltion of hostilities until your services can be
spared, but suc retentiun shall in no case exceed six months, If, however, the War is over in

less than 3 years, you will be discharged with all mnvenient npeed

?
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I, o0 /(9. 2 Mt o s o B do solemnly declare that the above answers made by me to _}
the above questions ard true, and that I am willing to |

the engz.ements made. ,21_
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: : .o Signature of Wilness.
. | OATH TO BE TAKEN BY RECRUIT ON ATTESTATION.

L, Llg A, M swear by Almighty God, that I will

| | - _ '
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be faithful and bea rue Allegiance to His Majesty ng George the Fifth, His Heirs and Successors, and that I will,

bound, honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs, and Successors, in Person, Crown, and

as in duty
all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs, and Successors, and

dignity against all enemies, and will observe and obey all
of the Generals and Officers set over me. So help me God.

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER.
The Recruit above named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above quutlonl
would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act. - 1
The above questions were then read to the recruit in my presence. i

’ i
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endorsed in red ink, as follows, viz.—(Name).......c.cceuveas

I have taken care that he understands each question, and that hig answer to eagh question/Has been duly
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. Part 1. will show particulars of those of Gmup 45 (A) whu wpply to be gazetted out of or discharged from - the service previous to embarkation ; and who are desirous of amhsrhn‘ for
5 s abroad at a later date.

. Pm II will show pa.rtmulars of those of Group 45 (n) who undertaka to embark at the first opportunity, and remain in the service until passages are available.
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.. (i) 3 copies containing the names, &c., of Officers only, to the Secretary, War Office (M.S.).

(ii.) 3 copies containing the particulars nf Soldiers only, to the Officer i/c Regimental Records.
3 : 1 copy to be mt.mned by the Unit as a record.
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Became non-effective by ...
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Minimum qualifications ‘n
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QUALIFICATION SHEEY

ENGINE DRIVER.

)

¥

FIELD ENGINE DRIVER.

M

FOR A FIELD OR

eoesﬁnr‘y in each subject for General
Qualification. '

T',
xa-

- .#‘Iv

Ttem $killed ) Superior Very Superior
1 | _ Very Superior . _Very Superior | . _.Very Superior

2 Bisilled Superior Very Superior
3 Skilled Superior Very Superior

: 4 Skilled Superior Superior i i

5 Skilled ;  Superior Very Superior

6 Skilled . Superior " : -w';";ry Superior
7 Praficient .i Proficient ! Proficient

R e L |' s Ay WEATINCn

LOCO ENGINE DRIVER.
aupu'ﬂoi'"- Very Btlpariuf. ke )
5 - Bkilled Bupéﬁor . Superior ... e
6 Superior
Skilled in 6 or 10 | Superior in 6 or 10 g
10 . Superior
7 Superior Very Superior ~ Very Superior
8 l‘:_ Skilled Superior . " Very Superior
i1 Skilled Superior Superior

W

In case of Sappers, who, after dloing a course, do not attain to the “ Skilled ’
Standard, the General Qualification will be * Proficient.”

‘A Field Engine Driver will not be eligible for “ Superior " Qualifications uf the
end of the course of instruction at the S. M. E., unless he has obtained at least
60 per cent. of marks in theoretical principles, For “Very Superior,” he must
have obtained at least 80 per cent, This restriction will not apply in the cases of

men subsequently recommended at stations for higher qualifications.
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5 6. Driving Gas or Oil Engines, and repairs to same perior k I
Locomolives :—
7. Fireman’s Duties { Including knowledge of railway ¥ -Superior ' ‘ 3
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as given by the man
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Expansion

With Colours
E Range of

I understgnd that, on my transfer to the 767 E (Regiment or _
e e e o e o s G ey} 02 8 1 cemeped 7
Sectmn A (1;‘5; = iﬂz All:'nn; Z s ce in that ment or Corps, in accordance with (Signature of Soldier) s 4

- * ] have examined the above-named man and find him medically fit for the branch }

Service to which he wishes to be transferred. (Signature ofM scal Officer) Rn | \ M

w3 l have ascertained from the Approving Field Officer that the reasons for transfer t 4 19
} given by the man are correct, and 1 consider him likely to become an efficient } 4“////"" j 7'
(Signature of Off Commaudmg)_
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